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The majority of us have simply not believed in it. In the circum-
stances, it is hardly just to say that spinning has failed for want
of excitement about it. To say that it is merely an old Woman's
occupation is to ignore facts. Spinning mills are a multiplication of
spinning-wheels. They are managed by men. It is time that we
got out of this superstition that some occupations are beneath the
dignity of men. Under normal conditions no doubt spinning will
be the occupation of the gentle sex. But the State of the future
will always have to keep some men at the spinning-wheel so as to
make improvements in it within the limitations which as a cottage
industry it must have. I must inform you that the progress the
mechanism of the wheel has made would have been impossible, if
some of us men had not worked at it and had not thought about it
day and night.
MACHINERY
I wish, too, you would dismiss from your minds the views
attributed to me about machinery. In the first instance, I am no
more trying to present for national acceptance all my views on
machinery, than I am presenting the whole of my belief in non-vio-
lence. The spinning-wheel is itself an exquisite piece of machinery.
My head daily bows in reverence to its unknown inventor. What I
do resent is the wanton and wicked destruction of the one cottage
industry of India that kept the wolf from the doors of thousands of
homes scattered over a surface 1,900 miles long and 1,500 miles
broad.
SPINNING FRANCHISE
You will not now wonder at my passion for the spinning-wheel,
nor will you wonder why I have ventured to present it for introduc-
tion in the franchise, and why Pandit Motilal Nehru and Desh-
bandhu Das have accepted it on behalf of the Swaraj Party. If I
had my way, there would be no one on the Congress register who
is unwilling to spin or who would not wear khaddar on all occasions.
I am however thankful for what the Swaraj Party has accepted. The
modification is a concession to weakness or want of faith. But it
must serve as a spur to greater effort on the part of those who have
4full faith in the wheel and khaddar.
No OTHER MESSAGE
I have thus dilated upon the spinning-wheel because I have
no better or other message for the nation*  I know no other effective
for the attainment of swaraj if it is to be by "peaceful and
means".   As I have already remarked it is the only